Love of Earth
fuels ‘green’ art

Fco-awareness vields exhibit, art center

By Diané Heilenman
dwdrmsairrgandcan
The Courter-kumal

Ecoventions have been happening for 30 years, but not necessarily
in Lovisville. That i, unti] now,

You muy recall how Agnes Denes created “Wheatfield — A Con-
frontation” on two acres atop
the Battery Park Landfill in 1942
outside Manhattan. You may
have heard of the artist-re-
claimed mine land in Vinton-
dale, Pa,, that opened in 2001 as
“Litrnus Garden,” with ponds of

It was a pretty selfish idea,
she concedes. The graduate of  rain and air quality,
the University of Louisville ;
painting program wis getting strapped paying for kot glass studio time,
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Fundraiising, including condents, and orants. These include
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Kational Endowment for the Arts and a similar grant of
425,000 from Caesar's Foundation of New Albarry, Fourder
antl artis) Lori Beck said they nead 360000 more for
pilanning and than will start a campaign for building funds,

Constriction of the conter could begin this year and be
pomplted by 2006,

Once done, studio costs will vary from SK0 1o $300
pnmhmmuﬂlwlheemmhﬂdu—
sional development program.

Fartnars in tha project include Clark County, Ind. gow-
gamenent, the federal Emvironmental Protection Agency's
Landfill Methane Outreach Program, the Community Foun-
dation of Southém Indiana, Stewardship Associates, Hoo-
hmﬂh%mmﬂmm
ship Co-operative. _

Tha oarly designs were created by Miami (Dhio) Urs-
versity School of Architecture students and presented in
May at the Cressman Cenfter for Visual Arts in Lousville.
The top two selected by OVCE will be merged by Califeenia
architoct Douglas Pierson, a specialist in green anchitec-
bure.

— Diane Hevheamar,
The Courier-loumal
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which costs around $35 for a half-
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bill of $4,000 to $5,000 per

for the
day and

Beck was pondering how to
rruke it affordable for her to work
in hot glass. She put that need to-
gether with the realization that
mmmnfish:d';i“ﬂ:imd a waste
product

“It was a true light-bulb mo-
ment,” she recalled

The urge to turn trash into
tressure sent her fo visit a similar

ect in Morth Carolina. She
founded Ohio Valley Cre-
ative Energy, a nonprofit organi-
zation that is desi an arts
center in Southern thut
will be fueled by methane.

In short, here's hoer iF would
work: The methane would come
from a Clark landfill; the
majority of the energy would go
to a rural electric cooperative,
and the artists using the studio
would get the excess, which
wooiikd be free

kilns that run  and

For Beck, the project has
her lifis. “T dsdn't even re-
cycle” she said “Now, [ feel like
I'm on a mission.”
“This has powered purpose
t meaning in my life. ... [
af OVCE morfe A5 an 8o
vention than an organization. [
&tlﬂhe?hisi_smara:hvmt.thc
things I'm doing, the ways they
connect.”

Eooventions domn't ina
wvacpum, There are lods of Louks-
wille comnections

Beck, who works as a curator
and art broker in Louisville and
Cincinati, has ized an ex-
hibition called “ Seeds:
Cultivating Consciousness,”
which opens Friday at
Pl

Works will include glass
geulpiures about ol
and photographs that show de-

struction of the

MulLu was a fiew years
apgo when independent filmmak-
er Gill Holland and his wife and
partner, Augusta Brown, decided
to move to Brown's hometown
from Manhattan. In the process,

they were so impressed with
Louisvilles nrt scene that they

opened a

Beck @ Tt e
a yedr of $0 ago.“Tma

bit obsessed with trash and recy-

-:Img.ImsHlm.ww.rnum

right on the same

He has, for instance,

a carbon-neutral film, *Sweet
Lands” For this, Holland's firm,
CineBLAST! Productions,
— hnughtn{md planted
Egas and a

and Brown are also in
the middle of trying to produce
Eentucky's first platinum LEEDs
building in the renovation of a
1%h-century Louisville ware-
house on East Market Street as a
new and bigger MuLu gallery and
commercial ofices.

The Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
rﬂiugsﬁtﬂnmﬂ:e stan-
dard for d:slgn pro-
ject’s sust ity or "greén-
ness.” The United States Green
Building Council published the
rating system in 1999 to improve

environmental and economic
performance of commercial

buildingzs.

Thie point system has six cale-
gories, with platinum being the
most "greéen” and hardest to
achieve.

“Tt was o cost more to
fix it up than buy the building."
said Holland, “Then we started
thinking we should kind of lead
by example. We're big greenies to

andbegin with. . So we'e going for

And there's another connec-
tion — the architect for M-
Lu, Douglas Pierson of FER
{which stands for form environ-
ment research) studio in Ingle-
wood, Calif, is also the architect
for the OVCE center.

Beck said she is proud of the
show at the NuLu, becanse it 1s an
entry point linking art and awanrg-
ness of the environment.

“artwork lets us do this™ she
zald “Reflect on things that hit us
hard.”

Beporter Digne Hedlenman can be
reached af (502} SE2-4682
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